


SYNOPSIS

When two young men awaken to find 
themselves in a cold, bleak cinder block 
cellar, they discover that nothing is as it 
seems, and that when the red light goes on, a 
price must be paid.

A harrowing twenty-four hours ensue. 
Once two strangers, they now find themselves 
imprisoned together. They connect in ways that 
each need and dread while waiting for the next 
shoe to drop from a maniacal force all leading 
up to a shocking crescendo.

The Red Light is a story about overcoming 
one‘s worst fears and realizing what strength 
lies inside even the most frightened of us.



NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

I am fascinated with the script’s 
exploration of the thin line between 
manipulation and a deluded mishandling 
of feelings. It is a psychological 
trauma that explores pain and pleasure 
and the conquests of lust.

- Jon Garcia

Act 1

Blake and Alex wake up together in a 
strange cinder block cellar. They’re 
cold, nearly naked and hungover. There’s 
a single door with a red light above it. 
They find a note that says, “When the 
Red Light is on, a price must be paid.”

ACT 2

Blake and Alex begin to develop feelings 
and trust for one another as their time 
in the barren room continues. The red 
light above the door turns on and one of 
them must go through.

Act 3

It becomes clear to both men how they 
ended up in this situation together. One 
of them has been misleading the other 
all the while.



TONE AND STYLE

The Red Light will be shot handheld in 
a dark room to give it a visceral feel. 

INSPIRATIONS

Green Room (A24, 2015)
The Lighthouse (A24, 2019)

The Killing of Sacred Dear (A24, 2017)



Jim Kierstead 
(Executive 
Producer) 
is an Emmy, 
Olivier, and 
six-time Tony 
Award-winning 
producer of 
Kinky Boots, 
Pippin, 
Hadestown, The 
Inheritance, 
The Lehman 
Trilogy, and 

Company. In addition, he has been a co-
producer of 25 Broadway productions. 
Off-Broadway projects include Unexpected 
Joy, Yank!, Bright Colors and Bold 
Patterns, and Thrill Me. He has also 
produced extensively in London’s West 
End and produced Miami’s hit immersive 
show Amparo. 

Jim is on the Board of Directors of 
The York Theatre Company and The Abingdon 
Theatre Company and is the founder of the 
digital theatre content creation company 
Broadway Virtual.

Carla Berkowitz (Executive Producer) 
is the Executive Producer of the 
independent feature film Critical 
Thinking, directed by and starring 
the Emmy-award winning actor John 
Leguizamo. She spent over 20 years 

developing Critical Thinking from story 
to screenplay to film and always finding 
herself as the only Latina woman in the 
room when meeting with Hollywood studio 
executives. Born in Venezuela, Carla’s 
family moved her to South Florida. 
She spoke no english and was bullied 
throughout school, forging a tenacity 
that still fuels her today. Her parents 
are Holocaust survivors, and she spent 
eleven years pursuing Nazi War criminals 
for the Anti-Defamation League. 

William 
Fernandez 
(Executive 
Producer) 
is a Tony 
Award, 
Drama Desk 
Award and 
Pulitzer 
Prize 
winner and 
a three-
time Emmy 
nominee. 
He has co-
produced 
critical 
Broadway 
hits like 
the Tony-winning The Inheritance, the 
Tony-nominated Frankie and Johnny, 
American Son, and Mrs. Doubtfire. In 
Miami, he was the executive producer 
of the city’s longest-running hit, The 
Amparo Experience, an immersive play 
that ran for eight months to totally 
sold-out houses.  
Fernandez just finished producing the 
feature film, Borrowed, based on a 
play by Jim Kierstead. On television, 
Fernandez is currently co-executive 
producer on Season 2 of the Emmy-winning 
Amazon Prime series After Forever.

MEET THE TEAM



Michael Ross Rubin (Executive Producer) 
Michael Ross Rubin has been a pioneer in 
the Menswear industry for the past 40 
years. When he is not making independent 
films, he is very active with the non-
profit organization Shake-A-Leg Miami. 
Mr. Rubin is delighted to be working in 
a creative industry with this team.

Jon Garcia (Director) is an accomplished 
Emmy-nominated filmmaker and musician. 
In his short career as a filmmaker, he 
has released ten feature-length films 
and various music videos in a multitude 
of genres, including the trilogy of The 
Falls, The Falls: Testament of Love, and 
The Falls: Covenant of Grace. The films 
have screened in film festivals all 
over the world and have been available 
on Netflix, Hulu, Amazon, iTunes and 
many other platforms. As a producer and 
documentarian, he has worked with Oregon 
Public Broadcast producing original 
content for the show Artbeat. As a 
musician he has released two studio 
albums, performed soundtracks on award 
winning feature films and had a popular 
song on BBC radio. As a novelist, he 
released his first co-written novel this 
year, which 
is a book 
based on 
The Falls, 
put out by 
Dreamspinner 
Press. 
Currently 
he runs Lake 
Productions, 
a full 
service 
production 
company.

Michael Repsch, 
Dark Star Pictures 
(Producer) is a new-
age North American 
distribution company, 
focused on bringing 
unique and targeted 
content to audiences 
across the country. 
They are committed 
to releasing auteur-
driven, original 
cinema in the 
theatrical, digital and home video 
space. Their goal is to create original 
marketing campaigns directly catered to 
audiences who will embrace our brand 
of thought-provoking cinema. Dark Star 
also services distribution companies and 
producers in the theatrical, digital, 
and festival space. A graduate of the 
Wharton School of Business at the 
University of Pennsylvania, Michael has 
distributed over 200 films to date. 
As the SVP of Distribution & Sales 
at Breaking Glass Pictures, Michael 
strategically managed the digital, 
festival, and theatrical releases of all 
films on the domestic front. 

Michael launched his new venture 
Dark Star Pictures at the American Film 
Market in November of 2017, with the 
company’s first commercial release in 
February of 2018.
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WHAT MAKES THE STORY FRESH?

There hasn’t been an LGBTQ+ chamber horror film 
like this. Additionally, The Red Light is based 
on a stage play and, due to this adaptation, 
the characters are deep, fully-fleshed out and 
three dimensional. Not only will audiences 
be on the edge of their seats in suspense, 
but they will enjoy getting to know these 
characters and what brought them to where they 
are in this shocking tale of terror.

RELEVANT HOTBED ISSUES

- Attachment theory

- Date rape drugs

- There have been a growing number of reports 
of young gay men being drugged and assaulted. 
This year alone, this type of assault has led 
to the deaths of two gay men, shortly after 
they left gay bars in Hells’ Kitchen, NYC.

THEMES

- Nature vs nurture.
- Repression can cause violence. When we 
repress our sexuality and sexual orientation 
because of negative societal programming, we 
are not allowed to live authentically in the 
world. The accumulation of repression can lead 
to depression and combined with deep unresolved 
childhood trauma, in the case of Alex, this has 
led him to an escalation of violence.

ABOUT THE WORLD

The Red Light takes place in a cinder block 
room, offering a sterile and bleak environment. 
The characters easily cling to one another and 
anything illusory that offers a sliver of hope 
outside of this hellscape.



BLAKE is a stunning, friendly, 
yet reserved and self-
conscious man with a perfect 
body in his mid to late 20s. 
He’s outgoing and charming 
but doesn’t have many deep 
connections in his life.

CHARACTERS

ALEX is a self-confident, 
attractive yet quirky man in 
his late 20s to early 30s. 
In his pursuit of love and 
connection he often falls 
flat. His upbringing taught 
him that love does not come 
without pain. For Alex they 
are the same.


